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According to their deeds, accordingly be will repay, fury to his 
adverfaries, recompence to his enemies. IsataH lix. 18. 


Say to them that are of a fearful heart, be firong, fear nots 
behold ! your God will come with vengeance, even with a reccn- 
pence be will come and fave you. IBID. XXXV. 4. 
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a 


DEUTERONOMY; XXXII. 43. 


Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people, for he 
will avenge the blood of his fervants, and will 
render vengeance to his adverfaries ; and will: 
be merciful unto bis land, and to bis people. 


@ HAT there is a Gon, “is the 
4 prime foundation of all religion.” 
We fhould therefore employ our ut- 
molt diligence to eftablifh our minds 
St in the ftedfaft belief of it. For 
when once we have firmly fettled in owr minds the 
belief of Gon’s being, it will mightily influence all 
our powers of adtion ; it will invite our hope, alarm 
our fear, and addrefs to every paffion within us, thae 
is capable of perfuafion, and be in us a never-failing 
feurce of devotion and religion. 


A Gop without a providence, is a folitary kind, 
of being, aad affords but gloomy apprehenfions. 
For ’us by his providence that all intercourfe be- 
tween Gop and his ratienal creatyres is maintained, 
—therein he exercifes and difplays his perfe@ions, 
—therein his power executes the contrivances of his 
wifdem, and his wifdom plans the methods of his 
goodnefs and grace, which open to the view and ad- 
miration of the wife and good, through ‘fucceffive 
ages and generations, 


Bur that branch of providence, which, in a pe- 
Suliar manner, demands our attention er this occa- 
fon, 
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fion, and fhould excite our gratitude, is Gon’s une 
interrupted government of the rational part of his 
creation,—maakind in particular. For as all go- 
vernment, fo the divine, fuppofes laws, and laws 
fuppofe rewards and punifhments, of which iatelli- 
gences only are capable, 


Since, therefore, Gon interefts himfelf in the 
affairs of mankind, and the univerfal adminiftration 
of his providence extends to all his works, a large 
field opens for the employment of our contempla- 
tive minds. And we are naturally led to confider 
this divine government, as refpe€ling communities 5, 
the affairs whereof are important, and upon which 
the order and felicity of the world greatly depend. 


Gop is the fovereign of the world, and difpofes 
all things in the beft manner. All bleffings and ca~ 
lamities, of a public nature, and the revolutions of. 
kingdoms and ftates, are to be viewed as under the | 
fpecial direction of heaven. Hence the feripture 
faith, that Gop “ increafeth the nations, and de- 
ftroyeth them, he enlargeth the nations, and ftraitneth 
them again—fometimes he blefleth them, fo that 
they are multiplied greatly ; again, they are minifh- 
ed, and brought low, through oppreflion, afflifion,, 
and forrow.” 


Tuase truths being neceflarily interwoven with 
religion, and extenfively ufeful under the varying 
fcenes of life, and mifteries in providence—the main 
defign of the prefent difcourfe, is to awaken our at- 
tention to the paflages of divine providence—and 
Jead us to a religious improvement of Goo’s hand, 
in the tragical events that took place on the nine- 
teenth of April, 1775. I mean the muRDEROUS, 

WAR, 
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WAR, rapine and devajftation of that day, which we 
are now met to commemorate. : 


Unner this vifitation, or the greateft trials imagi- 
nable, we have abundant confolation, that Gop rules 
in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of this earth. 


Tue words but now read, may be, perhaps, not 
unfitly applied to us, for comfort and encourages 
ment under Gon’s chaftifements, and his ufual con- 
du& towards the enemies of his church and people : 
—« Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people, for he 
will ayenge the blood of his fervants, and will render 
wengeance to his adverfaries, and will be merciful 
unto his Jand, and to his people.” Thete are the 
* concluding words of Adc/es his fong, which fetteth 
forth Gon’s works of mercy and judgment towards 
the children of Z/rae/, his covenant people. And 
though, in. their primary meaning, they refpect that 
nation only, yet they may be accommodated and 
fairly applied to Gop’s faithful and obedient peo- 
ple, at all times, and in all ages ; inafmuch as the 
latter part of the prophecy reaches unto the latter. 
days, and is not yet wholly fulfilled. 


Some interpret the former part of the verfe thus, 
— Rejoice ye nations, who are his people,” fuppo- 
fing it to be a prophecy of theGentiles becoming one 
-body with the people of J/rael ;—becaufe Mofes 
had fuppofed in this fong, great enmity’ between 
them, and that fometimes they had forely plagued. 
Tfrael ; as at others, Gop rendered to them accord- 
ing to what they had done unto his people : but 
now breaks out in a rapture of joy, to thirk thae 
they fhould one day be reconciled, and made one 


people of Gop. THE 
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Tue prophecy then before us, is not limited te 
the L/raelites ; but may be underftowd as extending 
to all Gon’s chofen, theugh opprefled and injured 
people, in all generations,—that he will recompenfe 
their wrongs—plead their caufe—and do juftice up- 
on their enemies. And taking it in this latitude, we 
may collect feveral things from it, as worthy our 
notice, and pertinent to this occafion. | Accordingly 

* J obferye, 


_ Firft, Taar Gop, in the righteous adminiftra- 
tions of his providenee, permits the fons of violence 
to opprefs his faints and people ; and, in their malice 
ar rage, to attempt theic ruin, by waging war with 
them. 


- Gop is a’being of infinite power and inficxible 
juftice, as well as confumate wifdom ; and doth ac: 
cording to his fovereign pleafure, in the paternal and 
moral world. He over-rules all things for his own 
glory, and in fubordination to that, has.a particular 
regard to the happinefs of ‘his covenant people :—— 
His church and chefen are net without miflakes and 
errors, in this imperfect. {tarce—hence they are prone 
to degenerate and tranfgrefs—to be too regardlefs of 
Gop, and deficient in their obedience—nay, to be 
guilty of great wickednefs. And it becomes necef- 
fary, to punifh fuch revolters from the ways of 
Gop, and purity of manners. Henc2, when the all- 
wife Gop defigns the chaftifement and reformation 
of his backfliding people, he ‘‘vifits their tranfgref= 
fions with the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes,”— 
and. ufes thofe methods, that thal! belt promote his 
moral government ; infliftiag this or that judgment, 
as pleafes him. ‘The divine provideace then is to 
be devoutly acknowledged in all events, in all pub- 
lic evils and calamities. SOMETIMES 


STEERS REE CTO a Se Ree 2 


& 


And compaffion to the oppreffed. fe) 


» .SometTimes-there are vifible marks of Gop’s an- 
ger and difpleafure againft his people. ‘Their coun- 
fels are divided, and .their {trength.impaired—their 
enemies are-permitted to diftrefs.and injure them—or 
they have been harraffed by.the wil! and condu& of 
-ambitious, defigning men, whe have contribured to 
the ruin.ef their country, even at the fame time they 
pretend a mighty zeal for its intereft:—-Or, they are 
fceurged by haughty tyrants and cruel opprefiors : 
.—Yet the hand of Gop, and his over-ruling provi- 
dence is to be acknowledged in thefe things, as rhuch 
.as when-a people fuffer by famine, peftilence, earth. 
quakes, ftorms'and tempefts, &c. which are com- 
‘monly regarded’ as the more immediate tokens of 
Gop’s anger, and werks of his providence. 


‘In all public evils, calamities, and diftrefles of 
Gop’s people, He,in his providence, preceeds accor- 
ding to equal rules, and for wife and falutary purpof- 
es» Hence the promifes of temporal bleflings made 
to the //raelites, in cafe of their obedience to the 
divine commandments, and the threatnings of tenpo- 
ral evils and plagues denounced againft them, in cafe 
of their difobedience, recited in Levit. xxv1, and 
Deut. xxvi11 chapters ; related chiefly to them as a 
body politic, becaufe with regard to the public, they’ 
always took place. Wher religion and virtue flou-. 
tifhed among them, and they walked in obedience ta 
the divine laws, they profpered, were fuccefsful in 
their wars, had great plenty, and all things conducive 
to their welfare and kappinels. 


But when they revolted from Gop, and were 
generally corrupt and difolute, they were defpifed, 
miferable, and a prey to their jealous and en- 


vious neighbours. — may be noted, in general, 
that 


io = ‘Divine judgments upon tyrants : 


that when public calamities were inflidted upon them, 
whether by the more immediate hand of Heaven, as 
drought, peftilence, famine,and the like; or, by inftru- 
ments in providence,as the hands of their enemies and 
oppreffors ; it was alwaysas a juft punifament for their 
national iniquities; their idolatry, irreligion and aboun- 
ding wickednefs. And upon their repentance and 
reformation, thefe calamities were removed, and their 
profperity reftored. 


Nor was this courfe of providence peculiar to the 
Fews. The eftablifhed rule of the divine proceedure 
towards nations is afcertained in Fer. xvi1t, 7»,&c. 
é At whet inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to deftroy it: If that nation agaiaft whom 
T have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will re- 
pent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.— 
And at, what inftant I fhall {peak concerning a na- 
tion, and concerging a kingdom, to build, and to 
plant it; if it do evil in my fight, that it obey not 
my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith 
I faid I would benefit them.” 


‘We are affured, in the oracles of truth, that 
é Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation; but fin,’ i. ¢. aboun- 
ding vice and wickednefs, “< is a reproach to any peo- 
ple”? And with regard to mankind in all ages, may 
it not be faid, that when a people have been re- 
markable for jaftice, temperance, induftry, and zeal 
for the public good, they have profpered in all their 
affairs, and been high in reputation ? And, perhaps, 
no inflance canbe produced of a nation’s being given 
up to exterminating judgments and calamities, fo long 
as Virtue, probity and religion flourifhed among them. 
Bat when talfhood and perfidy, injuflice and general 


corruption, 
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corruption, with a contempt of religion, have general- 
ly prevailed among them, they have fallen into many 
calamities, and been deprived of thofe advantages 
they fo much abufed. 


Tuus Gon, in a variety of ways, may corre& 
and punifh his degenerate people ; and,among others, 
permit enemies to opprefs them, /bed blcod in their 
Jand, and Jay them wafte. 


Ir by no means refle&ts upon the righteeu/ne/s of 
Gop, that thofe whom he employs as inftruments in 
the execution of his judgments upon a revolting, fin- 
ful people, are themfelves chargeable with injuftice 
and cruelty ; and have nothing in view but the gra- 
tifying their own aaybition, avarice and luft of power. 
_ And commonly they who are the authors, or perpe- 

‘trators of fuch violence and feverity upon a people, 
are afterwards, in Gop’s time, juftly punifhed in 
their turn, for their vices, their pride, wantonnefs 
and barbarity. \ 


‘Wnererore, if we make a religious improve- 
ment of fuch difpenfations, we fhall refolve all into 
the good pleafure of Him, who is * higher than the 
higheft,” and has the abfolute difpofal of all in his 
hands. And however undeferving we may be of {uch _ 
unrighteous treatment fram men, our fellow-mertals ; 
yet we are to adore the great—the wife—the pewer- 
ful Gop,—humble ourfelves under his mighty hand, 
—accept the punifhment of our fins,—learn righte- 
oufnefs,—patiently bear the indignation of the Lord, 
and quietly fubmit to his providences ; and, while 
his judgmeats are upen us, repent and reform, con- 
fide in his almighty power, hope in his mercy, and 
plead his compaffion and the riches of his grace, that 

im 
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in his own way and time, which is the firteft, we . 
may fee is falvation. ‘Pals We, therefore, ® 


Secondly, To sieve. thé om of hea- 
ven towards epprefars and tyrants, the enemies of 
Gop’s people.” For he will avenge the ‘blood of 
his fervants, and will render vengeance to his adver- 
fities,”°—none* fhall hinder his proceedings, to be 
fully avenged of them. ; 


Hz is the fapreme Lord, governor and judge of 
the world, therefore will'he chattife ‘offenders ; to’ 
him belongeth vehgcance, —therefore ae wicked: 
fhall not go npunifhed. Se : : 

Tue enemies of Gop’s church and people, are 
Gop'’s adverfaries.  «* The Lord’s portion is his’ 
people,—he keeps them as the apple of his rye 
verfes 9, To, of the context. Whoever | grieves or. 
affli@s’ them, provokes Gop, for they are ** his pe- 
caliar treafure.”” And having a fingular concern for 
them,he will be their fhield and their defence, how- 
ever they: may ‘be perfecuted by their enemies. 
« For the Lord fhall judge his. people ;”” verfe 36. 
i, ec. plead their caufe, and deliver them from the 
oppreifion of their enemies ; as.this phrafe is fre- 
queatly ufed-in.the beok of P/alms. He will have 
mercy upon his, fervants, and: turn-his hand, which 

: anities nea BPO. their adverfaries, » Aye ie 


Tuus utter Se areal is aetsaid upon Edom, 
for their unaatural enmity againtt the Fews, and. 
cruelcy towards their brethren, in Obad. ver. 10, 
“ For thy violence againft thy brother Zacob, fhame 
Pall cover thee, and thou fhalt HES cut AU Korerees : 


To 


ye 
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blous times, in days of darknefs and mifery, it may 
be proper to look back, and devoutly contemplate 
that moft fignal a& of divine providence, that. when 
the primitive religion which had been derived from 
the beginning, was in danger of being loft among: 
men, and the world became generally involved in 
grofs fuperftition and idolatry, it pleafed Gop to fin- 
gle out a nation frem the reft of mankind, and to 
ere&t them into a facred polity, fet apart by their 
fundamental conftitution for the profeffion and wor- 
fhip, the faith and obedience of the one true Gop, 
in oppofition to the worfhipping idols or falfe dei- 
ties, and to the worfhipping the true Gop by images, 
The more effe€tually to awaken the attention of 
mankind, and to give the more illuftrious confirma- 
tion to that church conftitution, it was wifely order- 
éd, that in the founding and eftablifhing of it, there 
ne repeated and amazing exertions of the power of 
OTE eae erent lhe 


To confirm our faith and hope in Gon, in treu- 


Awnp the whole of that difpenfation was admira- 
bly {0 contrived, as to prepare the way for a more 
fpiritual and perfe& ftate of the church, which was 
to fucceed it, and wasto be more univerfally diffufed ; 
in the founding of which, providence interpofed in 
a yet more remarkable manner, by a feries of meft 

aftonifhing events. 


Turoven the powerful influence of a wife pro- 
vidence, events that were defigned for the deftruction 
of the church, have been made fubfervient to its 
greater ftability. Thus Haman’s malicious, re- 
vengeful plot, which threatned utter ruin to the 
Fewifh nation and religion, was moft marvelloufly 
over-ruled 10 contribute to the confirmation thereof. 


LIxEWISE 
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Lixewisz the ¢hriffian church, though the 
world ever was an enemy'to it, bas been firmly ef- 
tablifhed.: Ic has been maintained againft cruel per- 
fecurion, and the greateft violence.—And though 
continually burning, it has not been confumed,— 
though toffed with tempefts, and worried by its op- 
preffors and adverfaries, frequently pafling through 
the furnace of affliGion ; yet it retains a form more 
bright and beautiful, as of the fpoufe of Chrif?, and 
the joyful mother of children, which no mar can 
number. 


IxpeEp churches are not perfeét or compleat ; 
they. are apt to decline and tanfgrefs ;—nothing 
therefore can be more equal and fit, than that Gop 
fhould, in his holy providence, manifeft his righteous 
difpleafure againft backfliding churches that have 
fallen from the power and purity of religion, into a 
flate of corruption. 


Suovtp it happen that, in times of perfecution, 
. bloodfhed and war, the church may be reduced in 
its members, ftill the remnant may become more re- 
fined, holy and heavenly. ‘The faith and patienee 
of the faints be more exercifed, their zeal and piety 
more eminent, and practical godlincfs more glorioufly 
appear. And then, in due feafon, Gop raifeth his 
church and people from their afflited and oppreffed 
ftate, and rendereih vengeance to their adverfaries 
and perfecutors. Thus Babylon of old was punifh- 
ed for her cruelty and oppreffion of the Fewilh 
church. And thus fhall it likewife be in the cafe 
of myflical Babylon ; which, after having been long 
faffered to prevail, and to ‘¢ make war with the faints 
of the moft High,” fhall have a mighty downfall, 
wherein the vengeance and juftice of beige 
a 
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fhall be illuftrioufly difplayed ; of which,we have a 
ftriking defcription in xv111. chap. of the Revela- 
tion. 

Axp that we may be eftablifhed in the faith of the 
prophecy before us, that Gop “ will avenge the 
blood of his fervants,”” and execute “* vengeance =p- 
on their adyerfaries,” we may advert to the animating 
promife of our blefled Saviour,in the parable of the 
unjuft judge, who, neither fearing Gop nor regard- 
ing man, was neverthelefs prevailed on by the con- 
tinual cries of the widow, to do her juftice againft 
her adverfary ; our Lord adds, And foall not Gop 
avenge bis ewn eles ?—Will he not mueh more be 
moved to vindicate his chofen and dearly beloved 
people, that cry to him day and night, under: the 
- cruel oppreffien of their infulting ememies, even 
though he may feem to bear long with them, to give 
them {pace for repentance ? I tell yeu, he will cer- 
tainly vindicate them, and when once he undertakes 
it, he will do it fpeedily too.” Herein, ‘* our 
condefcendiag Lord only intended to intimate, 
that if the repeated, importunate erics of the 
affli@ed, may at length prevail even upon an 
inhuman heart, they will be much. more re- 
garded by a righteous and merciful Gop, who is al- 
ways ready to beftow his favours, when he fees we 
are prepared to receive them. We may rely upon 
it, that Gop will vindicate his faints. Let, this en- 
courage them, though the rod of the wicked may 
for a while reft on them—and Jet it intimidate the 
proud oppreffors of the earth, who, in the midft of 
all their pomp and power,are fo wretched,as to have 
the prayers of Gob’s people againft them.” 

We have encouragement thei, to hope in Gov, - 

ye abate. 


*, 


okt 
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that he will build tip Zion—=thae he will appear fll 
for us, under all our diftreffes and oppreflion—that 
he will avenge the innocent blood of our brethren, 
inhumanly. thed in the beginning of the prefent un- 


‘jut war—that he. will render i aioe his and 


our adverfaries—and one day re ore tranquility td 
our, country—that he will make our land «a quiet 
habitation,” when we, may view it in perfeé peace, 
and, free from all fears of hoftile invafions. For, 
to ufe the words of the prophet J/aiah, ‘« The Lord 
is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is 
our, King, he will faye us,””. Hence we are natural- 
ly led, in the laft place, to obferve from the eonclud- 
ing wordsef my text 

Thirdly, Tur kindnefs and compaffion of Gon, 
tohis penitent, praying and obedient people : « And 
will be mercifu! unto his land, and to his people.” | 

TuduGH Gon chaftife his people with the rod 
of his hand, or permit enemies to oppofe. and op- 
prefs them, yet he will remember his holy covenant, 
and fhew compaffion to them, upon their humilia- 
tion and repentance. » This. is iluftrated,in Ned. 
ix chap. whereia the Levites make a religious con- 


feffion of Gon’s goodnefs, and the J/raclites. wick- _ 


ednefs—geeatly provoking Gop by their difobedi- 
ence and rebellion. againft him, and contempt of his 
law ; Therefore, as in verfe 27, ‘* Thou deliver. 
edft them into tke hands of their enemies, who vex- 
ed them, and in the time of their trouble, wher 
they cried unto thee, . thou, heardeft them from hea- 
yen ; and according to thy manifold mercies thou 
gaveft them faviours,who faved them out of the hand 
of their enemies.” 
Gongrill not “ calt off his people, neither will he 
es forfake 


5 NS ee a ee “ 


And compaffion te the opprefed, 17 


forfake his inheritance : The Lord will not caft off 
forever—but though he canfe grief, yet will he haye 
cempaflion, accordiag to the multitude of his mer- _ 
cies.” He will arife, and have mercy upon Sion, 
‘when the fet time to favor her, is come. 


To reprefent the perpetual love of Gon to his 
church and people, the prophet J/aia/ utters him- 
felf in this rapturous ftrain, ‘* Sing, O heaven, and 
be joyful, O earth, and break forth iato finging, O 
mountains, for Gop hath comforted his people, and 
will have mercy upon his afflifted”—chap. xL1x. 13. 
And fpeaking of their deliverance at laft, faith, ver. 
26, “ And J will feed them that opprefs thee, with 
their own flefh, and they fhall be drunken with their 
own blood, as with {weet wine, and all flefh fhall 
know that I the Lord, am thy Saviour, and thy 
redeemer, the mighty one of ‘acod.” 


Tue intertion of Gon's fevere difpeniations be » 
ing not the deftrudtion of his people, but their 
amendment, it becomes them to acknowledge his 
hand, confefs and forfake their fins, and impertu- 
nately feek to him for needed falvation.— Hence, 
we are frequently exhorted in {cripture to repentance, 
as the fureft way to obtain mercy from Gon ; 7ob 
v.17. “ Behold, happy is the man whom Gop cor- 
refteth ; therefore defpife not thou the chaftening of 
the Almighty—For he maketh fore,and bindeth up, 
he woundeth, and his hanes make whole. - He fhall 
deliver thee in Gx troubles, yea, in feven, there fhall 
no evil touch thee, In famine he fhall redeem thee 
from death, and in war from the power of the {word.” 


Tue corrections of his hand are the fcourges of 2 
faithful Gop, who retaineth not his anger forete-: 


Cc becaule 
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becaufe he delighteth in mercy. To this purpofe 

we have a more general exhortation to repentance, 

in Hof. vt. 1. ‘ Come, and Jet us return unto the 
Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath fmitten, and he will bind us up.” The fame 
Gop that punifheth us, can only remove his judg- 
ments, and fhew us merey. Gop will “ {peak peace 

_ to his people, and to his faints, if they return not 
again te folly—Surely his falvation is nigh them 
that fear him.” 


Anp the church of Chriff, netwithftandiag all 
oppreffion and perfecution,fhall one day break forth 
as the morning, clear as the fur, fair as the moon, 
and triumph over all its potent, cruel adverfaries ; 
even when the glorious things {poken of her, in the 
latter days, fhall be accomplifhed ;—correfponding 
to the propheey of J/aiah, chap. Ix. wherein defcrib- 
ing the Fews reftoration from captivity, takes occa- 
fion therefrem to reprefent the glories of Chri/’s 
kingdom, which began upon the firft publication of 
the gofpel, but will not be compleated "till the full- 
nefs of Fews and Gentiles are come into the chureh ; 
and faith, «« Vielence fhall no more be heard in 
thy land, wafting nor deftruétion within thy borders : 
Thy fun fhall no more go down, neither fhall thy 
moon withdraw itfelf ; for the Lord fhall be thine 
everlafting light, and the days of thy mourning fhall 
be ended : Thy people alfo fhalt all be righteous ; 
they fhall inherit the land forever, the branch of 
my planting, the work of my hands, thatI may 
be glorified. A little one fhall become a thoufand, 
anda tall one aftrong nation:—I the Lerd will 
haften it in his time.” : 


Fao the proceeding difcourfe, in connexion 


with 
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with our centext, arife the following truths, for in- 
ftru€tion and improvement of the difpenfations of 
heaven , and therefore proper for our meditation, on 
the prefent occafion, As, 


Tat we fhould extol the Lord of heaven and 
earth, who is poflefled of glorious perfetiens, which 
render him, the only fit objeé of our religious wor- 


fhip, 


Tuar we fhould acknowledge the infinite pow-. 


er ef our Gon, and his fovercign dominion over all ; 
and give honour and {fervice to rione other. 


Tuar his works of providence, no Jefs than of 


creation, are molt perfeé.; fince he doth nathing- 


without the greateft. reafon, and according to the 
rules of exad juftice, 


THatT we are ignorant of the methods and rea- 


fors of Gon’s judgments, that ‘take place in the- 


world, 


Tar ail the evil, and alf-the good, that befalls 


any man, or the whole church, proceeds from the- 


jalt and-equal adminiftrations of divine providence. 
Tuar, in Gop.we may, find a fure refuge, at all 
times, for he is in one mind, and changsth not. 


Tuat He will render vengeance to his adverfa- 
ries, and do juftice to the enemies of his church. 


Tuat hewill be merciful to his people, his hum- 
ble, penitent, praying people, and will, in his owa 
way and time, avenge the blood of his fervants, 


Tuat therefore we have abundant caufe to re-_ 


L6ICEe 
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joice with bis people; and to yield chearful and 
con({tant obedience to him. 


Turse hints might be profitably enlarged upon ; 
but I muft leaye the more particular improvement of 
them, to your own private meditations ; and fall in 
clofer with the defign of this anniverfary, which is 
to keep in mind a folema remembrance of the origin 
of the prefent muapiRous war, and more cfpe- 
cially of the innocent blecd wantonly fhed around this 
facred temple ; and the fabfequent flaughter and de- 
folation by Briti/b troops, on that memorable day, 
APRIL NINETEENTH, one thoufand, feven hun- 
dred, feventy-five : A day religioufly to be regarded 
by all profefled ebriftians. 


Tue diftrefs and anxiety of the inhabitants eS 
this town, and the adjacent, arifing from the fingular 
and horrid f{cenes of that difmal and dark day, tho* 
diminifhed by time, can never be effaced in the hu- 
man breaft, — 


Wits compaffion andtender fympathy, we renew 
the forrow and lamentation of the bereaved, for their 
deceafed friends and relatives, who then fell a facri- 
fice, bled and died, in the caufe of Gop and their 
country, by the fons of violence, and hands of mur- 
derers,—as multitudes have fallen /ince in eur land, 
whofe bleod we hope in Gop, he will fpeedily © 
and righteonfly avenge, and reflore peace and tran- 
quility. 

‘Tur all-interefting events of that day,—that dif- 
treffing day, have been painted in lively colours, by 
my worthy Brother :*—and the leading fteps, or 

: rather 


* The Rev. Mr. Clark, in his printed Sermon, preached 
April 19, 1776, and his annexed awsartial merrative. 
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gather ftretches of parliamentary power, and ha/ty 
firides of Britifh minifterial vengeance, to reduce 
Americans to fabmiffion and abject flavery (as intro- 
duétory to this unjuft and ruinous war) have been fet 
in a ftriking point of light, by my Rev. Father,*— 
who have gone before me in this le&ture. 


NorTuina new therefore, ean be fuggefted by me 
oa this occafion.—I] have only to flir up your pure 
minds, by way of remembrance, of the tranfactions 
‘of that awful day ; to excite your devotion, and to 
recommend a religious improvement of Goo’s right- 
cous difpenfations then, and through three revolving 
years now compleated, 


In purfuance of their oppreflive meafures (if not 
intentionally to begin the barbarous and bloody fcene) 
the enemy came upon us like a flood, ftealiag a march 
from Bo/ten,. through by-ways, under the darknefs 
and filence of the night; and, like cowards and rab- 
bers, attacked us altogether defencelefs ; and cruelly 
murdered the sznecent, the aged and helplefs. Ac- 
cordingly they are deferibed by the prophet, as per- 
fons whofe bands are defiled with blood ;—adding, 
“ their works are works of iniquity, and the a& of 
violence is in their hands. Their fect run to evil, 
and they make hafte to shed innocent bleod ; their 
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, wafting and de- 
ftruétion are in their paths.” 


Wirn aftonifhment and gratitude we recolleé& 
the kindnefs of our almighthy Preferver, that no 
more were flain by the hand of violence ; and that the 


people 


* The Rey. Mr. Cooke, in his printed Sermon, preached 
April 19, 1777. 
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_ people willingly offered themfelves to the help of the 
Lord againft the mighty, who manfully oppofed the 
efforts of Britif pride, power and barbarity—The 
hand of Gop was vifible in thefe things ; and the 
power and goodnefs of Gop manifefled in our de- 
liverance, from the enraged, difappointed enemy, is 
to be devoutly retained in memory, and thankful- 
ly acknowledged. When we confider, how weak 
and unprepared we were at thattime,for fuch a fudden 
affault, (though the behaviour of the Briti/> troeps 
might have Jed us to expeét hoftile meafures would 
enfue * ) we may, not unfitly, adopt the words of 
the P/almi/?, concerning the church of old; in Pf 
124, whererein fhe bleffeth Gop for a miraculous 
deliverance from a formidable enemy; I fay. we 
may apply the words in the beginning of the P/a/m, 
to ourfelves and circumftances,with a little variation ;. 
«« If it had pot been the Lord, who was on our fide, 
now may New-England fay : Ifithad not been 
the Lord, who was on our fide, when men rofe up, 
againft us ; then they had fwallowed us up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled againft us,” and be-. 
gan to break out in fiercenefs :—In their furious. 
rage they would have fuddenly devoured. us, and laid- 
wafte the country. 


Bur blefled be Gop, to whofe infinite mercy we 
afcribe our deliverance, who was then a prefent help. 
Thefe barbarous favase enemies were put into fear; 
they were made to flee before us, and. hattily to re- 
treat (as wild beafts to their dens) before a few fcat- 

tered 


* Witnefs their numerous infults to the inhabitants of 
town and country : And their warlike preparations, and 
formidable fortifications on Bofton-Neck, and at the gntrance 
efthetown, erected ia terrorem. . 


Ps 
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tered,undifciplined Freemen : * Not to our courage 
or condué, but to Gop’s name be all the praife and 


glery. ; 


A clofe attention to the occurrences in this unna- 
tural war, from its rife to the prefent time, affords us 
great occafion to fing of Gop’s.mercy, and to re- 
joice with his people ;—and likewife to fear and 
tremble before the Lord, that his anger is not yet 
turned away, but his hand is ftretched out ftill. 


Tr this war be juft and neceffary on our part, as - 


paft all doubt it is, then we are engaged in the work 
of the Lord, which obliges us (under Gop mighty 
in battle) to ufe our “ {words as inftraments of righ= 
teoufnefs, and calls us to the fhocking, but necefla- 
ry, important duty of fhedding human blood ; not 
only in defence of our property, life and religion, 
but in obedience to him who hath faid, «« Curfed be 
he that keepeth back his fword from bleod.” 


Here I fhall take occafion, to addrefs the com- 
panies of militia in this town; + our Brethren, now 
under arms. My Friends, Having early diftin- 
gnifhed yourfelyes in a readinefs to promote the 
common good, and fafety of your country ; by op- 
pofing, with others, its invaders, and the murderers 
of your brethren in this town and neighbourhaod, on 


that 


* From the beft accounts it appeared, that not more than 

00 of thee, were, atany time properly engaged with the two 
Britith brigades, (im their flight from Coneord to Charleftewn) 
near 2000 firong. : 


+ Under the command of Capt. John Bridge and Capt. 
Francis Brown, which by their military para ‘e on this and fi- 
milar occafions, and military appearance, while attending the 
religious exercifo, add io ihe folemnity of she et 
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that day we are now commemorating : —You efcap- 
ed the arrows of death, when perhaps equally expof- 
ed, as thofe that were cutoff by the hand ef violence : 
To the Gop of your life, and who was then, in a 
peculiar fenfe, your preferver, defence and thield, 
you owe everlafting love and obedience, 


You were fpared, it may be, further to fignalize 
yourfelyes, and to do yet greater fervice for Gop 
and your bleeding country, which calls aloud to you, 
and all itshearty friends, to roufe and exert them- 
felves, for the deftruction of the common enemy 
and oppreffor; and to wipe away the blood where- 
with this land has been ftained. Zo arms ! To ac- 
tion, and the battle of the warrior! is the language 
of divine providence; and ‘you have every motive 
imaginable to awaken, and excite you to be up and 
doing the work of the Lord taithfully—The he- 
nor and glory of Gop, and the falvation of your 
country under Gop, call aloud upon all_— Duty, in- 
tereft, liberty, religion and life, every thing worth 
enjoyment, demand fpeedy and the utmoft exer- 
tions. 


Curtivate, my friends, a martial fpirit, ftrive 
to excel in the art of war, that you may be qualified 
to act the part of foldiers well; and, under provi- 
dence, be helpful in vanquifhing and fubduing the 
enemies of Gop and this people ; andbe numbered 
among thofe who fhall be worthy to wear the laurels 
of vitory and triumph. 


Anove all, let me recommend and urge it upon 
you, to ftrive for a more honorable and fhining cha- 
racer; | mean, that of true chriffians, good foldiers 
of Jesus Cuaist ; and to fight manfully under his 


banner, 


ema ae 
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banacr, as the high prieft of your profeffion, and 
great captain of your falvation. Then whatever 
fervice he fhall cal! you to, or fufferings allot you; 
—Wwherever he fhall lead, you will chearfully fol- 
low,—be ready to face the enemy and every danger, 
and meet death with calmnefs and intrepidity, wher- 
ever arrefted, and be conguerors through Him. 


We wifh you, and all our frieads and brethren, 
called to bear arms,,and jeopard their lives in defence 
of their country, and fupport of the common rights 
of mankind, the prefence ef Gon, and a blefling this 
day, from the houfe of the Lord, al! grace and good 
ia time, and glory everlafting. 


Finauty, Letus all devoutly worfhip aad honor, 
fear and ferve the Lord of hofls, and Gop of ar- 
mies ; hearken to his word, and ferioufly attend to 
every providence.—Let us continue our fervent cries 
to Gop, and offer up importunate, unceafing fup- 
plications to the maf? High, to “ avenge the blood 
of his fervants,”—and_be “ merciful to” this « bis 
Jand, and to his people.” We are encouraged to 
this from the providence and promifes of a powerful 
and faithful Gop.—The repeated faccefles during 
this calamitous war, trom its beginning to the pres 
fent day, have been great and wonderful ; and give 
us confidence in Gon, and hope of a happy ¢onclu- 
fion, if we amend our ways and doings, Our ene- 


mics, indeed, have been permitted to make great de-_ 


firuGion in divers parts of our land (in their rage and . 


cruelty unequali’d) who have attempted, with fire 
and fword, to {pread defolation far and wide 
_ For 


* Among many in@ances. may he mentioned the burning of 
Gearlfown, Falmouth, Norfolk, Kirgfon :—'The rapire ind 
devattation 
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For as they began the war with a mean, daftardly 
{pirit, fo they have profecuted it, in all their mea- 
fures, with a rigour and barbarity, exceeding the fa- 
yages of the wildernefs ; yet, through she interpofi- 
tion of heaven, they have deen fruftrated in theic 
grand defign, defeated and difpraced. 


In. various inftances, particularly in the laft cam- 
paign, a merciful Gop hath crowned our arms, with 
fingular fuccefs and viétory ; * enabling us to de- 
{troy and break up a whole army, under one of the 
greateft Generals, pathaps, that Britain can boatt 
of. This is the Lord’s doing, and ’tis marvelous in 
in our eyes. a 


Tue Lord's hand is not fhortened, that it canaot 
fave. We may then confidently put our truft in the 
living Goo, and refer our caufe to him that judgeth 
righteoufly, the caufe of-our oppreffed and bleeding 


country—infafmuch as “be will be merciful to 
: igi: 


cevaftation in New-York and the Fer/fics ; and their unparalle!- 
ed treatment of she inhabitants there, both for inhumanity and 
debauchery.—To. which may be added, their murdering our 
friends, whom the fortune of war put into their hands; I mean 
their flarving them to death; xbumanity more than favage ! And 
to compleat their accurfed plan, they have hired and let loofe 
upon us the Zndians, to fcalp and butcher of every age and fex, 
to plunder and lay wafte wherever they came: All shis has been 
acted by Britons, who glory in their valor and Lumanity. 


* Our army in the Nort bern Department, was remarkably 
fuccefsfal in divers a@tions ; particulary on the 7th O&ober, in 
which they attacked the lines of the enemy, and drove them 
from their works, killing and captivating feveral of their prin- 
cipal officers, and many privates; gaining grest advantages. 
Oa the 17th O&tober, 1777, Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne furrender- 
ed himfelf, and his whole army into the hands of the brave 
Major-General Gets, at the head of well -difciplined continea 
tal troops, and intrepid militia of New-Eagland. baa 
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his land.” We are affured, ‘¢ The Lord loveth the 
' gates of Sion :” That he “ will blefs his own in- 
heritance ;”” And that when “ the Lord fhali build 
up Zien, he fhall appear in his glory. He will re- 
gard the prayer of the deftitute—the chifdren of his 
feryants fhall continue, and their feed fhall be efla~ 
blifhed before ” him; and enjoy the tokens of the 
divine prefence among them. 


Tuése affurances of our covenant-Gop and Fa- 
ther, may well animate our fpirits, invigorate our 
- faith, confirm our hope, and eftablifh our confidence 
in him, under the fevereft trials and miferies that 
befall us, in this day of calamity and war. 


Wuertner the prophecy and promife in our 
text, fhall be accomplifhed, while we of the prefent 
generation, are upon the ftage of action ; is known 
only to him, who is the Lord of life and death. 
However, we may pioufly and chearfully leave 
the event to Goo, whofe righteoufsnefs. remain- 
eth, and his faichfulnefs to all generations, 


_ I cannot conclude, without juft. hinting, that 
though we mutt neceffarily concern ourfelves, in 
fome degree, with the things of this prefent 
evil world, fo long as Gop fhall protra& our 
lives ; yet our higheft intereft lies in another re-_ 
gion, far beyond this ftate of notfe and war, 
danger and mifery. And whoever faithfully ferves 
Gop and their generation here, in a wife im- 
provement of their talents, fhall in the end, re 
ceive a ‘crown of lite, unfading and cternal. 


Here is nothing, my bearers, nething worthy 
; : your 
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your higheft affeftion, and unceafing purfoit—— 
« All that cometh is vanity.’—All things are lis- 
ble to change, and in perpetual uncertainty. Eve- 
ry thing tends to diffolutien, and Goo alone is in- 
variable. 


We are all children of mortality--and muft 
die out of this world——Bleffed be Gop, ho- 
nor and immortality beyond the grave is af« 
certained by divine revelation. | Being called to 
glory by virtue, let us diligently and confcienti- 
oufly perform all the duties of our holy religion; 
‘Jabor to fecure our peace with Gop, through 
Fefus Chrif? our only Savior—that we may be 
perfec and compleat in him, as our head. 


Tat fo, when contending powers and Jarre 
ifg pations on earth fhall be removed—all king- 
doms and’ ftares diffolved—and all empire and 
dominion blotted out, excepting Hs, who is the 
firtt caufé, and laft end of all ‘things : 
We may have a place in the higheft-heavens ;— 
be admitted to dwell in. Gop’s immediate pre- 
fence—-and join the heavenly hoft in the warm-. 
eft afcriptions of bleffing, and honor, and praife 
and'glory to Gop and the lamb, for ever and 


ever. 
Ps 2 GM OER oN 


“Errstum. P.8, 1, 16—for paternal read natural, 


